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By Isaac Olson

The advocacy group Restaurants Canada
is reportedly taking Côte des Neiges-NDG
to court over its by-law restricting where
fast-food establishments can be built, but
Snowdon councillor Marvin Rotrand is
standing firm behind the zoning regula-
tion.

Restaurants Canada issued a statement
late last month, decrying the policy.

“Zoning must be regulated according to
common characteristics of land occupancy
and their effect on the neighbourhood,
which is not the case with the new category
of use proposed by the borough,” it states.
“The law does not give municipalities the
power to establish their zoning on the ba-
sis of the personal nutritional choices of
their citizens.”

However, Rotrand, who spearheaded the
regulation, disagrees.

“We think this is within our zoning pow-
ers,” he said. “The city lawyers have vetted
the by-law and judged it to be in confor-
mity with the power the city has.”

Rotrand said he is disappointed that the
restaurateurs are suing as it is up to them
to be “ahead of the curve” when it comes
to public opinion. The public, he said,
backs these types of initiatives.

The borough has an omnibus healthy
living policy that has been in application
for at least six months now, he noted, and
zoning changes have been a part of this
measure, such as requiring new projects
have bike stands or restricted parking lot
sizes near Metro stations.

The list of initiatives under this policy
includes the development of markets,
planting trees and encouraging local shop-
ping.

The restaurant zoning was introduced
as part of that policy in March, limiting
new fast-food restaurants to sections of St.
Jacques St. and Decarie Blvd. as well as
the area around Côte des Neiges Plaza.
The new law limits drive-ins and therefore
discourages automobile usage, he argued,
which is better for the environment. Either
way, nobody is forced out of business, he
said, as existing restaurants are grandfa-
thered.

“The borough has been promoting
healthy lifestyles for many years,” he said.
“We have taken a number of very concrete
measures, including offering better food
in our vending machines at municipal lo-
cations.

“We have urged partner organizations
to provide better food at events in our
parks. We have increased our support of
sports and recreation, and promoted phys-
ical activity in the borough.”

Borough sued over
fast-food restricting by-law

EMSB promotes
bilingualism

On August 31, the English Montreal
School Board (EMSB) officially un-
veiled its promotional campaign on
bilingualism.

According to a press release, the
EMSB marked the start of the 2016-
2017 academic year with its new slogan:
“Être bilingue, c’est gagnant!”

According to EMSB records at the
end of the last academic year, there
were “1,607 students with the French
mother tongue out of 19,388 in our
youth sector.”


